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There is one application of the law of Causality which is
of special interest to Europeans and has been the subject of
much contention. Several writers, both Christian and Budd-
hist, have taken the view that the doctrine of Karman or
Action and the Christian doctrine of Forgiveness are funda-
mentally irreconcilable. I have read somewhere that a Budd-
hist leader from Ceylon once addressed a protest against some
young nobles being allowed to attend a mission school where
they were taught "the abominable doctrine-of the forgiveness
of sins." Was he justified in this particular criticism or not?

If by forgiveness is meant the non-arising of an effect from a
previous cause or the simple wiping of that effect off the slate
after it has been produced, then the answer must be an un-
qualified "yes." Any irregular or arbitrary interference with
the succession of Cause and Effect is rigidly excluded by Budd-
hism, as constituting a denial of Order. But does Christian
forgiveness really amount to this? Does Christ wipe out an
offence unconditionally, as an act of Grace quite unconnected
with the response made by the recipient ? The muddle-headed
talk which often occurs in sermons or pious books might lead
one to think so; Popular deformations are common enough,
especially among those sects that lean to justification by faith
alone, and who stress the impotence of man to do more than
solicit direct guidance from on high. Among such people there
is always a tendency to mistrust carefully worded dogmatic
formularies and to employ sentimental and rhetorical phrases
such as would lend colour to the Singhalese critic's fears: ,but
it is just as unfair to treat as a formal exposition of Christianity
an emotional reference to the loving Father who, for the ask-
ing, is ready to disburden the sinner, as to regard one of the
travesties that are found in polemic tracts against Buddhism
as a just presentation of that Doctrine. In such a sentence as
" You have only to lay your sins at the feet of Jesus, imploring
His pardon, and He will grant it," though the words are un-
exceptionable if rightly interpreted, there is a certain danger of
misunderstanding Jxom the vagueness which allows one to
believe, though it does not.affirm it, that there is an easy escape
from the consequences of one's offences. The emphasis is laid on
the remission of the sin, and a discreet silence is maintained on
the part to be played by the sinner himself, while the introduc-
tion of thfe word ** only " opens the door to further possibilities